
 Boulder Bookies Book Selections for Fall 2016 
 
Boulder Bookies meet at Reynolds Branch of the Boulder Public Library on the third Friday 
of each month, 1:00-2:30 PM. For more information, email john.dunn@colorado.edu. 
 
 
 
 
September 16, 2016 
 
All the King’s Men, Robert Penn Warren 
 

 
 
Winner of the Pulitzer Prize, this classic 
book is generally regarded as the finest 
novel ever written on American politics. It 
describes the career of Willie Stark, a 
backcountry lawyer whose idealism is 
overcome by his lust for power. 
 
October 21, 2016 
 
The Land Breakers, John Ehle 
 

 
 
Set deep in the Appalachian wilderness 
between the years of 1779 and 1784, The 
Land Breakers is a story of first and last 
things, of the violence of birth and death, of 
inescapable sacrifice and the faltering 
emergence of community. 
Mooney and Imy Wright, twenty-one, former 
indentured servants, long habituated to 
backbreaking work but not long married, are 
traveling west. They arrive in a no-account 
settlement in North Carolina and, on 
impulse, part with all their savings to acquire 
a patch of land high in the mountains.  
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 November 18, 2016 
 
The Widow, Simenon 
 

 
 
The Widow is the story of two outcasts and 
their fatal encounter. One is the widow 
herself, Tati. Still young, she’s never had an 
easy time of it, but she’s not the kind to 
complain. Tati lives with her father-in-law on 
the family farm, putting up with his sexual 
attentions, working her fingers to the bone, 
improving the property and knowing all the 
time that her late husband’s sister is 
scheming to kick her out and take the house 
back. 
The other is a killer. Just out of prison and in 
search of a new life, Jean meets up with 
Tati, who hires him as a handyman and then 
takes him to bed. Things are looking up, at 
least until Jean falls hard for the girl next 
door. 
 
December 16, 2016 
 
Independent People, Haldor Laxness 
 

 
 
Although Bjartur of Summerhouses, the 
book's protagonist, is an ordinary sheep 
farmer, his flinty determination to achieve 
independence is genuinely heroic and, at 
the same time, terrifying and bleakly comic.  
 
 
          As of: August 9, 2016 


