
Boulder Bookies Selections for Fall 2017 
 

BOULDER BOOKIES, a book discussion group, meets at the George B 
Reynolds branch of the Boulder Public Library on the third Friday of the month, 

from 1:00 until 2:30 PM.  All are welcome. 
 
September 15, 2017 
The Fiery Trial:  Abraham Lincoln 
and American Slavery 
By Eric Foner 
 
This landmark work gives us a 
definitive account of Lincoln's lifelong 
engagement with the nation's critical 
issue: American slavery. A master 
historian, Eric Foner draws Lincoln 
and the broader history of the period 
into perfect balance. We see Lincoln, 
a pragmatic politician grounded in 
principle, deftly navigating the 
dynamic politics of antislavery, 
secession, and civil war. Lincoln's 
greatness emerges from his capacity 
for moral and political growth.  
 
October 20, 2017  
The Banquet Bug 
By Geling Yan 
 
This is the fantastical tale of Dan 
Dong, an unemployed factory worker 
whose life takes a series of 
unexpected twists after he discovers 
that, by posing as a journalist, he 
can eat exquisite gourmet meals for 
free at state-sponsored banquets. 
But the secrets he overhears at 
these events eventually lead Dan 
down a twisted, intrigue-laden path, 
and his subterfuge and his real 
identity become harder and harder to 
separate. 
 
 

 
November 17, 2017 
A Gentleman in Moscow  
By Amor Towles 
 
When, in 1922, Count Alexander 
Rostov is deemed an unrepentant 
aristocrat by a Bolshevik tribunal, the 
count is sentenced to house arrest in 
the Metropol, a grand hotel across the 
street from the Kremlin. Rostov, an 
indomitable man of erudition and wit, 
has never worked a day in his life, and 
must now live in an attic room while 
some of the most tumultuous decades 
in Russian history are unfolding 
outside the hotel’s doors.  
 
December 15, 2017 
The Sympathizer 
By Viet Thanh Nguyen 
 
The narrator, a communist double 
agent, is a “man of two minds,” a 
half-French, half-Vietnamese army 
captain who arranges to come to 
America after the Fall of Saigon, and 
while building a new life with other 
Vietnamese refugees in Los Angeles 
is secretly reporting back to his 
communist superiors in Vietnam.  
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