
Boulder Great Books Discussion Group 
1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month from 6:00 to 7:30 PM
Via Remote Conferencing    https://meet.jit.si/ 

July 2,  2020 Henry George, Progress and Poverty, Parts 1-4
July 16, 2020 Progress and Poverty, Parts 5 to the end 

August 6,  2020  Carl Becker,  The Heavenly City 
   of the Eighteenth-Century Philosophers

 
       Free and Open to the Public.  Newcomers Welcome Anytime!   
      For more information contact Bill at 3.449.4136 or see  

 

 http://www.sackett.net/BoulderGreatBooks.htm (As of: June 27, 2020)

How could the problem of poverty in 
the late nineteenth century have been 
solved? Henry George proposes  a 
land value tax, whereby owners of 
land must pay a levy on their holdings.
Thus money would have been diverted
directly from landowners, to be spent 
on alleviating the poverty of workers, 
improving the infrastructure and 
environment of urban and rural areas, 
and even giving every citizen a basic 
income to cover their necessities. 

These essays by Carl Becker  
disclose the fallacy of believing that 
the eighteenth century was 
essentially modern in its temper. The
period commonly described as the 
Age of Reason was, in fact, very far 
from that; that Voltaire, Hume, 
Diderot, and Locke were living in a 
medieval world, and that these 
philosophers “demolished the 
Heavenly City of St. Augustine only 
to rebuild it with more up-to-date 
materials.” 
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